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Vézeni Ctenafi,

rok 2013 je pro Vzdu$né sily Armady Ceské republiky prelomovym. Po deseti létech, kdy byly
zaclenény pod Velitelstvi spolecnych sil v Olomouci, jsou opét od 1. Cervence samostatnou
slozkou, jejiz velitelstvi se nyni nachézi v Praze. Tato zména se udala v rdmci probihajici roz-
sahlé reorganizace celé armady a samoziejmé se vyznamné dotkla i vzdudnych sil zejména
v personalni roving.

Neznamena to vsak, Ze by se cinnost u vzdusnych sil byt jen na okamzik zastavila. Posudte
sami. Na pocatku letosniho roku jsme Uspésné ukoncili jiz nase druhé zapojeni do mise Baltic
Air Policing, Cesti vrtulnikafi se nadale podileji v rdmci Air Advisory Teamu v Kébulu na vycviku
prislusnikii afghanského vojenského letectva, pribézné zabezpecujeme prepravu z a do za-
hranicnich operaci, v zafi nas ceka velké mezinarodni cviceni Ramstein Rover, jenZ bude opét
hostit naméstska zakladna. Podzim a konec roku budou ve znameni dokonceni reorganizace
a prechodu na novou organizacni strukturu u podfizenych utvard.

Vedle toho samozfejmé plnime dalsi svérené tkoly ve prospéch naseho obyvatelstva jako je na-
priklad letecka zachranna sluzba i repatriacni lety. Pravé zapojeni do Integrovaného zachran-
ného systému provéfilo naSe schopnosti pfi letoSnich ¢ervnovych povodnich, kdy se vojenské
vrtulniky podilely na zachrané lidskych Zivot(i v zasazenych oblastech, tak nasledné pfi vyslani
nasich prislusnikti ze Strakonic, ktefi se zapojili do odstranovani nasledk( povodni. Vzdusné sily
tedy znovu prokazaly nejen pripravenost chranit nasi zemi, ale i pomahat obcandm.

Po vice nez &tyfech létech jsem piedal veleni Vzdusnym silam ACR plk. gét. Ing. Liborovi Stefa-
nikovi. Jsem rad, Ze pravé on prebira po mné pomysiné Zezlo k veleni letectva. Jak po profesio-
nalni, tak i po lidské strance je stoprocentné pfipraven a véfim, Ze se vyzvy, jakou je veleni ces-
kému letectvu s takovou obrovskou tradici, zhosti na jednicku. Nase letectvo je v dobré kondici
a udélali jsme spolecné obrovsky kus prace a dnes se fadime v ramci Aliance ke spolehlivym
partnerim. Pfeji jemu osobné, stejné tak i vSem piislusniklim letectva modré nebe bez mrakd,
kvalitni techniku a hodné stésti, které, jak pevné véfim, pieje pipravenym.

Dear readers,

The year of 2013 for the Czech Air Force means a sort of turning point. After ten years, when
the Air Force were integrated under the Joint Forces Command located at Olomouc her is since
the 1st July an independent branch again with Command at Prague. Mentioned change was
established under an extensive reorganization of the Armed Forces as a whole and of course it
has affected significantly our Air Force especially in a personal level.

It does not mean however that the activities within the Air Force were stopped even for a while.
Consider it yourselves. At the begining of this year we completed by that time our second join-
ing in the Baltic Air Policing mission, Czech helicopter crews are continuing under Air Advisory
Team in Kabul in training of Afghan Air Force personnel, continuously providing transportation
from and to foreign operations, in September we should take part in a large international Ram-
stein Rover exercise to be hosted by Namést Air Force Base again. This Autumn and an end of
the year are to mark the completing of reorganization and a change to the new organization
structure within subordinate units.

Beside that we are fulfiling another assigned tasks for the welfare and prosperity of our popula-
tion, for example the air rescue service or repatriation missions. Especially our joining into the
integrated rescue system screened our abilities during this June floodings when our helicopters
were taking part in saving lives in threaten areas and later when members of our unit from Stra-
konice were taking part in removing floods effects. The Air Force once again proved her ability
and readiness not even to protect our country but to support our citizens too.

After more than four years | handed over the command of Czech Air Force to Colonel Libor
Stefanik. | am thankful that especially him is taking from me that fictitious sceptre to command
our Air Force. Either with his professionality or with his humanity he is on hundred per cent
ready. And | believe that he will fulfill the challenge of commanding the Air Force with her great
tradition in the first class manner. Our Air Force is in a good condition, we performed a great
deal of work togehter so today we are belonging within the Alliance to credible partners. Per-
sonally I am wishing him and in the same way to all members of the Air Force a blue sky without
clouds, quality equipment and good luck, | believe favoured those who are ready.
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Colonel Libor Stefanik
Since 1st June 2013

Commander in Chief of the Czech Air Force Commander in Chief of the Czech Air Force
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