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VéZeni Ctendfi,

jak jisté vite, kazdy rok je pro Vzdugné sily ACR vyzvou a zavazkem. Ten uplynuly byl pro ¢eské vzdus-
né sily vyznamny zejména podpisem nové smlouvy na dvanactilety pronajem nadzvukové techniky.
Neméné dileZita ale byla nase kazdodenni prace, jak v domacich podminkach, tak i pfi nasazeni
a zabezpeceni zahrani¢nich operaci.

Vyzvou pro rok letodni je udrZeni specialistd u Vzdugnych sil ACR a zintenzivnéni naboru studentti
zejména ze stiednich leteckych kol tak, aby nedoslo k omezeni provozu letecké techniky, nebo na-
ruseni bezpecnosti. V tomto procesu hraji ddleZitou ulohu letecké zakladny, které v Gizké spolupraci
s rekrutacnimi stiedisky ukazkou prace piimo na letecké technice motivuji potencialni zajemce a tim
zabezpecuiji nezbytné doplnéni budoucich odbornikd.

Zavazkem je vysoky standard pripravenosti Vzdu$nych sil ACR, ktery kazdoro¢né zkvalitiiujeme
Ucasti na narodnich i mezinarodnich cvicenich. Zavazkem je i ochrana vzdusného prostoru v rdmci
NATINAMDS, plnéni tkolli zachrany osob, vycvik ve specialnich operacich SOATU a nasazeni v za-
hranicnich operacich NATO a EU v Afghanistanu a na Sinajském poloostrové. Schopnost rychle
reagovat dokazujeme mimofadnym nasazenim letount Gripen pfi zabezpeceni ochrany vzdusného
prostoru Islandu na zakladé urgentni Zadosti NATO.

Mezi moje hlavni priority, na kterych se svym tymem intenzivné pracuji, patfi Uprava systému vy-
cviku mladych pilott. Zefektivnéni celého procesu pfipravy od prvniho dne vstupu do armady az
po zahajeni operacniho nasazeni. DalsSim dilezitym tkolem je zménit a posilit strukturu a stabilizo-
vat velitelstvi Vzdusnych sil ACR tak, aby bylo schopné pruzngji reagovat na mozné hrozby vznikajici
v dnesnim turbulentnim mezinarodnim prostredi.

Déle nas Ceka fada akvizicnich a modernizacnich projektt, jako je pofizeni radard, ziskani novych
schopnosti u letounu JAS-39 Gripen a realizace kroki pro zavedeni nového viceticelového vrtulniku.
Zavérem chci podékovat viem, ktefi se podileji na kvalitnim plnéni dkolt Vzduznych sil ACR. Velice
si vazim vasi prace a jsem hrdy, ze mam tak profesionalni tym.

Dear readers,

As you certainly know, each year brings for the Czech Air Force challenges and obligations. The pre-
vious year was for our Air Force an important one, especially thanks to the signing of the new
contract for a twelve-year lease of the supersonic fighters. But the mundane, daily work was very
important for us, indeed, both at home and during our missions in the foreign countries and logistic
support of them.

The challenge we face this year is the retention of our Czech Air Force specialists and strengthening
of the recruitment of students, especially from the aviation colleges, to prevent eventual curtailing
of our flight operations or jeopardizing the flight safety. An important role in this process play the air
bases, that, in close collaboration with the recruiting centres, directly give the potential applicants
the possibility to see for themselves and test hands-on the work on the aircraft and equipment,
providing thusly the necessary inflow to and replenishment of the ranks of future specialists.

Our obligation is to keep the high standard of readiness of the Czech Air Force, honed every year
by our participation in the national and international exercises. Our obligation is also the defence
of airspace within the NATINAMDS, fulfilling the search and rescue tasks also for civilian sec-
tor, training in the SOATU special operations and acting in the NATO and EU foreign missions
in Afghanistan and on Sinai Peninsula. The ability of rapid reaction has been proven by our excep-
tional deployment of the Gripen fighters to ensure the air defence of the Iceland’s airspace, when
urgently demanded by the NATO.

Among the main priorities to which | and my team devote a major effort, belongs the modification
of the young pilots’ training system. The aim is to make the process more effective from the very
first day of their joining the armed forces until beginning of operational flying. Another important
task is to change and augment the structure of the Czech Air Force headquarters so that it would
be able to react with necessary adaptability to the possible threats appearing in the contemporary
turbulent international environment.

We are also facing several acquisition and modernizing projects, such as procurement of new radars,
installing new capabilities to the JAS-39 Gripen fighter and taking the necessary steps for procure-
ment of the new multipurpose helicopter type.

Last but not least, | would like to thank everybody who participate in fulfilling successfully
the tasks the Czech Air Force faces. | keep your work in high esteem and | am proud to have such
a professional team.
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Brigadier General Libor Stefanik
Commander in Chief of the Czech Air Force
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