Vazeni Ctendfi, pfiznivci letecké techniky,

dva roky jsem plisobil jako zastupce velitele Vzdudnych sil Armady CR, v kvétnu letodniho roku jsem mél tu est
prevzit pomysiné velitelské Zezlo. Velice si vazim prace, kterou odved! mdj pfedchiidce generalmajor Jaromir Se-
besta. Pod jeho vedenim se vzdusné sily zdcastnily celé fady operaci. Bezpecnost letd je na vysoké Urovni a jednou
z mych priorit je tuto nastavenou latku udrzet.

Vzdusné sily vsak v nasledujicich létech cekaji velké zmény. Jednou z nejvétsich bude nakup a zavedeni nového
typu viceticelového vrtulniku, ktery nahradi vrtulniky ruské provenience. Pofizenim viceticelovych vrtulnikd (nhrada
Mi-24/35) v¢etné vyzbroje a munice bude vrtulnikové letectvo postupné rozvijet schopnosti pro pinéni tkold bojové
podpory jednotek pozemnich a speciélnich sil na tzemi CR i v zahrani¢nich operacich a plnéni kol protivzdusné
obrany Ceské republiky.

U 21. zakladny taktického letectva Céslav probéhla v tomto roce modernizace softwarového vybaveni letounti
JAS-39 Gripen, na prelomu letosniho roku pak tato modernizace vyvrcholi integraci prizkumnych kontejnerl
Litening. Stroje tak budou schopny pIné plsobit proti pozemnim cilim. V nésledujicich létech probéhne jesté
pofizeni bryli no¢niho vidéni a utajovaného hlasového a datového spojeni. Operacni schopnosti letound se tak
podstatné rozsifi.

Pofizeny budou také nové radiolokatory MADR. Ty budou prvotné urceny k vytvofeni radiolokacniho pole na ma-
lych vyskach pod 3000 metrli k detekdi cilli, k doplnéni radiolokacniho pole vytvofeného radiolokatory typu
FADR. Dlvodem k pofizeni je také dosaZeni technickych parametrd srovnatelnych s béznymi standardy moderni
radiolokacni techniky a splnéni technickych doporuceni ICAO, EUROCONTROL a EUROCAE.

V koncepci na dalsi roky jsou zahruty také projekty nakupd protiletadlovych kompletli SHORAD (Short Range
Air Defence), pofizeni dalSich dvou transportnich letoun C-295M nebo nakup mobilniho kompletu pasivniho
sledovaciho systému na bazi Vera-NG.

Jmenované nakupy a modernizace jsou sice v gesci Ministerstva obrany CR, pFislugnici vzduinych sil viak budou
Ti, ktef budou zodpovédni za zavedeni nové techniky a za jeji efektivni vyuzivani. A to je tkol, kterého se chopime
s vysokou zodpovédnosti a nasazenim tak, jak je ndm vlastni.

Dear readers, fans of aviation,

I had served two years as deputy commander of the Czech Air Force, and had the honour to take over as the com-
mander in May earlier this year. | highly value the efforts my predecessor, Major General Jaromir Sebesta, exerted
during his tenure. Under the leadership of MG Sebesta, the Czech Air Force participated in a variety of operations.
Flight safety is on high standards and it is one of my priorities to keep it up.

The Czech Air Force is nevertheless up to major changes in the years ahead, including the procurement and in-
troduction of a new type of multipurpose helicopters to replace the Russian-made machines. The acquisition of
multipurpose helicopters (replacement of Mi-24/35) including weaponry and ammunition will boost the Czech Air
Force's drive to progressively develop its capabilities to deliver air support to land and special forces both in the ter-
ritory of the Czech Republic and on foreign operations and to perform air defence missions over the Czech Republic.
While the 21st Tactical Air Force Base has upgraded the software on the JAS-39 Gripen fighters, another mod-
ernisation effort there will integrate the Litening surveillance pods later this year. The aircraft will then be fully
able to engage ground targets. In addition, night vision goggles and secure voice and data links will be acquired
in the years ahead. That will substantially expand the Gripens' operational capability.

New Mobile Air Defence Radars (MADR) will also be procured. They will be primarily used to provide radar
coverage at low levels up to 10,000 ft and complement the radar field generated by Fixed Air Defence Radars
(FADR). The rationale behind this acquisition is the objective to achieve technical parameters comparable to
regular standards of advanced radar technology and compliance with technical recommendation by ICAQ,
EUROCONTROL and EUROCAE.

The future development concept also involves projects to procure Short Range Air Defence (SHORAD) air de-
fence systems, to acquire additional two units of C-295M aircraft and procure a Vera-NG based mobile passive
surveillance system.

Although the above acquisitions and modernisations are in the remit of the Ministry of Defence of the Czech
Republic, the Czech Air Force servicemembers will be those to bear the responsibility for the introduction
of new assets and their effective use. And that is a task we will take on with a high commitment and dedica-
tion the way we always do.
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