Vazeni Ctenafi, priznivci vzdu$nych sil,

v leto$nim roce si pfipomindme nékolik dileZitych milnika. Ceska republika letos oslavila 20 let
od vstupu do Severoatlantické aliance, do bezpecnostniho paktu, jehoZ historie se pise jiz 70 let.
Diilezitym milnikem je také sametova revoluce, ktera pred 30 roky vedla k padu komunistického
rezimu. Ceské ozbrojené sily nasledné prosly reformou a postupnym ptezbrojovanim, zapojili
jsme se také do mezinarodnich misi pod hlavickou Aliance, EU i OSN.

Pokud se zamérime na soucasné zahranicni mise, doslo v nich z pohledu letectva k dllezitym
zménam. Letos v lednu ukoncil svou ¢innost v Kabulu nas Letecky poradni tym, ktery tam po vice
nez deset let pomahal s vycvikem letového i pozemniho personalu afghanskych vzdu$nych sil
na vrtulnicich fady Mi-17 a Mi-24. Koncem Cervna se pak domd vratili takeé pfislusnici Leteckého
poradniho tymu, ktery tfi roky plsobil na iracké zakladné Balad, a zabezpecoval tam vycvik
letového i pozemniho personalu na letounech L-159 Alca. Cinnost na3f arméady ve prospéch iréc-
kych vzdusnych sil ale neni timto u konce. Pozemni vycvik bude nadale probihat v pGlrocnich
periodach, ve dvoumésicnich vycvikovych cyklech na Gzemi Irdku, spole¢né s odbornymi sta-
7emi pfisludniki jeho vzdudnych sil v Ceské republice. Nadéle se také (¢astnime mezinérodni
pozorovatelské mise MFO na Sinaji, kde mame dlouhodobé nasazenu jednotku s transportnim
letounem C-295M. Letos na podzim se také budeme podilet na ochrané vzdusného prostoru po-
baltskych statd, kdyZ bude Etvefice Gripenti pisobit z estonské zakladny Amari.

V ¢ervnu letosniho roku se po 47 létech uzaviela bohata kariéra cvi¢nych proudovych letound
L-39 Albatros v nasich vzdu$nych silach. V souvislosti s tim dochazi i k Gpravam v osnové vycviku
mladych pilotti taktického letectva. V&fim, Ze spolu s akvizici ti novych dvousedadlovych letou-
n0 L-159T2 se nam podafi dostat jej na novou Uroveri. Pokracuji samoziejmé i dalsi modernizac-
ni programy, z nichZ alespofi jmenujme rozsifeni operacnich schopnosti letounti Gripen i L-159,
pipravované nakupy novych vrtulnikd, radiolokatord MADR, protiletadlovych raketovych sys-
tém{ ¢i dvou transportnich letount C-295W.

Nic z toho by ale nebylo mozné dosahnout bez profesionalniho a obétavého pfistupu vsech pfi-
sludnikdi Vzdu$nych sil ACR. DileZitou roli v tom sehraji i Aktivni zélohy, kde po¢itame se vzni-
kem leteckych a technickych rojli na leteckych zakladnéch, a to iz od ledna pfistiho roku.

Dear readers, Air Force fans,

we have remembered several important milestones this year. The Czech Republic celebrated
the 20th anniversary of its accession to the North Atlantic Treaty, a security organisation with
a successful track record of seventy years. Another milestone was also the Velvet Revolution,
which led to the fall of the Communist regime thirty years ago. The Czech Armed Forces subse-
quently underwent reforms and progressively replaced its equipment, and we joined internati-
onal operations led by NATO, EU and UN.

From the Czech Air Forces’ perspective, there have been important changes recently in
the Czech foreign missions. The Czech Air Advisory Team terminated its assignment in Kabulin
January earlier this year, after having logged over ten years of assistance on training flight and
ground personnel of the Afghan Air Force on Mi-17 and Mi-24 helicopters. The end of June saw
the return of the last rotation of servicemembers of the Air Advisory Team, which was stationed
atthe Balad air base in Iraq for three years with the primary mission to provide training of flight
and ground personnel on L-159 Alca aircraft. But that does not mark an end to the Czech Armed
Forces’ activities in support of the Iragi Air Force. Ground training will continue to take place
in six-month periods, in two-month training cycles in the territory of Iraq, coupled with expert
stays of Iraqi Air Force service personnel in the Czech Republic. We also continue our effort as
part of the MFO observer mission in the Sinai, where we have an air unit with the C-295M aircraft
deployed on a long-term basis. In the autumn, we will also take part in the provision of air de-
fence coverage of the Baltic States with a quartet of Gripens to operate from Amari air base in
Estonia.

After forty-seven years, the rich career of the -39 Albatros trainer jets in the Czech Air Force
cameto an end in June earlier this year. The curriculum of junior tactical pilot training has been
modified correspondingly and I trust that we will be able to bring the training to a new quality
level, including with a view to the acquisition of three new L-159T2 double-seat aircraft. Other
modernisation programs have been underway, including the expansion of operational capabi-
lities of both the Gripen and L-159 aircraft, the prepared procurement of new helicopters, MADR
radars, air defence missile systems and two C-295W transport aircraft.

None of that would be possible without a professional and dedicated approach displayed by all
servicemembers of the Czech Air Force. The Active Reserve Component plays an important role
in that, and we have plans to form reserve flight and technical flights at our air bases starting
from January next year.
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Major General Petr Hromek
Commander of the Czech Air Force
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