Vazeni Citatelia,

je pre mia poctou uviest rocenku venovand Vzdusnym silam OS SR, ktord je uz tradicnym
Specialom Casopisu Letectvi + kosmonautika. Ako kaZdy rok Uprimnou snahou autorov je
pribliZit ¢itatelom dolezité udalosti, na ktorych sa vyznamne podielali nase vzdusné sily. Cez tieto
aktivity mdzeme vsetci vidiet, aké nenahraditelné a jedinecné postavenie maju v systéme obrany
a bezpecnosti nasej krajiny.

Rok 2019 je pre priaznivcov letectva v mnohych ohladoch vynimocny. Vo februdri sme si
pripomenuli formou medzinarodnej konferencie za Ucasti 14 kozmonautov z 10 krajin
20. vyrocie Vesmirnej misie Stefanik. V m&ji uplynulo 100 rokov od tragickej smrti zakladatela
spolocného &tatu ceského a slovenského naroda, generala M. R. Stefanika. Vietky zlozky rezortu
obrany a desiatky dalsich organizacii svojim dielom napomohli k déstojnému priebehu podujati
spojenych s tymto vyrocim. Podielal sa na nich aj Slovensky letecky zvéz gen. Dr. M. R. Stefanika
so svojimi partnerskymi zdruZeniami.

Rok 2019 je taktieZ v znameni 75. vyrocia Slovenského narodného povstania, klicovej historickej
udalosti, ktora ma nesmierne vyznamné miesto v novodobych dejinach slovenského naroda.
Ucast letcov v Povstani pripomina aj 17. september, Deft slovenského vojenského letectva. Na
obnoveni tohto sviatku v podmienkach samostatnej Slovenskej republiky, ktory je pre rozvijanie
tradicii slovenského vojenského letectva ddlezitym zdrojom, mé vedla Velitelstva Vzdusnych
sil OS SR svoj vyrazny podiel aj Slovensky letecky zvdz. Tesi ma, Ze roCenka priblizuje nielen
75-rocnu histériu, ale aj tych 10 rokov, <o mame moZnost spolocne sa stretdvat pri Paméatniku
povstaleckym letcom blizko obce Zolna.

Uvedené dejinné suvislosti maju Uzku vazbu na nase vzdusné sily a su pre jej prislusnikov
zdrojom hrdosti, poucenia a indpiraciou do dalSieho obdobia. Mal som to $tastie takmer 35 rokov
slzit v modrej uniforme a vacsinu tohto casu ako pilot bojovych lietadiel. Som presvedceny, Ze
rezort obrany Slovenske] republiky ako celok a vzdusné sily ako jeho dolezita stcast zvladnu
komplexné Glohy spojené s rozsiahlymi modernizanymi planmi. A rovnako som presvedceny, ze
nasde vojenské letectvo sa tak ako v minulosti aj teraz postavi k vyzvam spojenym s prechodom
na moderny leteckl techniku priamo, a tym si zachova svoju relevantnost pre dalsie obdobie.
K tomu Zeldm vsetkym prislusnikom Vzdusnych sil OS SR vela zdaru.

Dear readers,

| feel honoured to write the opening words for the Yearbook devoted to the Slovak Air Force,
a traditional special issue of the Letectvi + kosmonautika magazine. As every year, its authors
strive to bring to the readers a closer look at the important events in which our Air Force took an
active role. Through these activities we can see and understand how unique and irreplaceable
place has the Air Force in the defence and security system of our country.

The 2019is a rather special year for the aviation friends and aficionados due to many anniversaries
and events. In February, by organizing an international conference with 14 cosmonauts from
10 countries attending, we remembered the 20th anniversary of the Stefanik Space Mission.
In May it was 100 years since the tragic death of one of the founders of the common state of
both brotherly nations - Czechs and Slovaks, General M. R. Stefanik. All parts of the Defence
Department and dozens other organisations brought their share to organize and ensure dignified
and interesting events connected to this anniversary. Also the Slovensky letecky zvéz gen.
Dr. M. R. Stefénika (Slovak Aviation Union of Gen. Dr. M. R. Stefénik) and its partner associations
successfully participated in the preparations of this important anniversary.

The 2019 also marks the 75th anniversary of the Slovak National Uprising, a key historic event,
having an extremely important place in the recent history of the Slovak nation. Participation of
the airmen in the Uprising is commemorated also by the date of 17th September, the Day of
the Slovak Air Force. In the resurrection of this holiday, so important source for developing the
traditions of the Slovak Air Force under the new conditions of the independent Slovak Republic,
participated, besides the Command of the Slovak AF, also the Slovak Aviation Union. It gives me
a special pleasure that the Yearbook brings forth not only the 75 years' history, but also those
10 years of our annual meetings at the Memorial to the Insurgent Airmen, near the erstwhile
landing strip of Zolna village.

These historic events have a close relation to our Air Force and provide its members with a sense
of pride, guidance and inspiration into the future. | was fortunate to serve almost 35 years in
the blue uniform and most of that time as a pilot of combat aircraft. | am fully convinced that
the Department of Defence of the Slovak Republic as a whole and the Slovak Air Force as its
important part will manage all the complex tasks and challenges set by the ambitious plans of
the AF modernisation.

And I am as well convinced that out Air Force will boldly face now, as it had in the past, these
challenges related to the transition to the new equipment, keeping its relevance for the coming
times. | wish to that task all of the members of the Air Force of the Armed Forces of the Slovak
Republic the best of luck and success.

plk. gst. v. v. Ing. Jozef Takdcs, PhD.
prezident Slovenského
leteckého zvézu gen. Dr. M. R. Stefanika

Gen. Staff. Col. (Ret.) Ing. Jozef Takdcs, PhD.
President, Slovak Aviation Union
of Gen. Dr. M. R. Stefanik



