Vazeni Ctenafi, priznivci vzdu$nych sil,

V leto$nim roce je tomu jiZ patnéct let, kdy na zakladné v Céslavi pfistaly nadzvukové letouny
JAS-39 Gripen uréené pro nase vzdusné sily. Zaroveri si ale také pfipominame dvacaté vyroci za-
vedeni do provozu lehkych bojovych letoun(i L-159 ALCA. Oba tyto typy posunuly nase taktické
letectvo do digitalniho véku a umoZznily ndm vyznamné rozsifit a zkvalitnit spolupraci s nasimi
alian¢nimi partnery dle zavedenych standardd a postup.

V zavéru lonského roku byla podpisy pfislusnych dokumenti odstartovana zasadni moderniza-
ce i dal3ich slozek Vzdu$nych sil ACR. Jako prvni byla uzaviena mezivladni smlouva o pofizeni
osmi mobilnich radiolokator ELM-2084 vybranych v ramci programu MADR. Nasledoval podpis
smlouvy o pofizeni osmi vicelcelovych vrtulnikd UH-1Y Venom a ¢tyf bitevnich vrtulnikd AH-1Z
Viper. A konec¢né pak také podpisy smluv, na jejichz zakladé nase vzdu$né sily ziskaji dvojici no-
vych turbovrtulovych transportnich letounti C-295MW a zaroven dojde k modernizaci CtyF sta-
vajicich stroji C-295M, které mame ve vyzbroji ji deset let.

Tyto akvizice ndm v nasledujicim obdobi umozni v danych segmentech ukoncit provoz zastaralé
techniky. JiZ tento podzim se naplni ¢as dvojice dopravnich Jaki 40, v ¢ervnu probéhly posledni
ostré strelby z protiletadlovych raketovych komplet( S-10M2D, které po téméf Ctyficeti létech za-
vrsi svou sluzbu v nasi armadé. Nahrazeny budou novym protiletadlovym kompletem RBS-70NG,
pficemz zahajeni dodavek oCekavame jesté letos. Pred nami je akvizice nového protiletadlového
raketového kompletu kategorie SHORAD, jimZ chceme nahradit letity systém 2K12 Kub.
Splnénitéchto narocnych Gikoldi by ale nebylo mozné bez kvalitniho zkuseného personalu, jehoz
pfipravé prikladame velkou duleZitost. At uz jde o vycvik profesionalli nebo pfislusniki Aktivni
zélohy. Vérim tedy, Ze vse zvladneme se cti a budeme i nadale rozvijet odkaz hrdinnych letci
bojujicich za nasi svobodu za druhé svétové valky, od jejichZ navratu do osvobozené vlasti letos
uplynulo 75 let.

Dear readers, Air Force fans,

this year we have marked the fifteenth anniversary of the arrival of the JAS-39 Gripen superso-
nic fighters bearing the Czech Air Force insignia to the Céslav airbase and we also celebrated
the twentieth anniversary of the introduction of the L-159 ALCA light combat aircraft. Both types
have taken our tactical air force units into the digital era and made it possible for us to signifi-
cantly expand and enhance the cooperation with our partners in NATO according to standing
standards and procedures.

The end of the last year saw the relevant documents signed to launch a major modernisation
of other Czech Air Force components. The first was a Government-to-Government contract
for the procurement of eight units of ELM-2084 mobile radars selected as part of the MADR
program. The radars were followed by the execution of purchase contract for eight multirole
UH-1Y Venom helicopters and four AH-1Z Viper gunships. And finally, contracts were also signed
for the Czech Air Force to acquire a pair of new C-295MW turboprop transport airplanes while
the four existing C-295M machines, which we have had in the inventory for ten years already,
will be modernised.

Those acquisitions will enable us to phase out obsolete equipment in the relevant segments
in the years ahead. Already later this autumn the time will be up for the pair of Yak-40 aircraft.
The last live fire exercise with the S-10M2D (SA-13 Gopher) surface-to-air missile systems was
held in June, which will complete its service in our military after almost forty years. They will
be replaced with a new RBS-70NG air defence missile system, with deliveries expected already
before the end of this year. We are up to the acquisition of a new SHORAD air defence missile
system, which will replace the aged 2K12 Kub (SA-6 Gainful).

Meeting those challenging tasks would however not be possible without high quality personnel,
comprising military professionals as well as the members of the Active Reserve. The training
of both components is our high priority. So I trust that we will be able to manage everything
with honour and follow on the legacy of the hero airmen who fought for our freedom during
World War II, from who's return into the liberated homeland seventy-five years have passed
in August this year.
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Major General Petr Hromek
Commander of the Czech Air Force
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