VéZeni Citatelia, kolegovia, priaznivci vzdusnych sil,

stc¢asnd narocna doba pred nds stavia nové vyzvy, ktoré sa nesti v znameni krizy u ndsho vychodného
suseda. Bezpe¢nostné prostredie v nasom regione sa stava coraz nestabilnejsim, ¢o kladie zvy3ené
naroky na obranu a ochranu tzemnej celistvosti nielen nasej krajiny, ale aj Aliancie, ktorej sme su-
Castou. Som rad, Ze mdZzem skonstatovat, ze Ozbrojené sily SR ako aj nase vzdusné sily sd pripravené
a schopné reagovat na vzniknuté bezpecnostné hrozby a zarovert poméhat svojim susedom, ¢i uz pri
prileve vojnovych utecencov, alebo poskytnutim nevyhnutnej podpory.

Tak ako my poskytujeme pomoc a podporu v boji s agresiou, je poskytovana pomoc a podpora aj
nam prostrednictvom nasich alian¢nych partnerov. V sdcasnosti mame na tzemi SR hned' niekolko
zahrani¢nych kontingentov. Na leteckej zakladni Slia¢ pdsobia prislusnici jednotiek protivzdusnej
obrany Holandského kréalovstva a Nemeckej spolkovej republiky so svojimi systémami Patriot. Na
letisku v Malackéch zas prislusnici jednotiek Spojenych Statov americkych, ktori poskytujd huma-
nitdrnu pomoc. Aj fungovanie tychto kontingentov na nasom Uzemi si vyZaduje nemalé persondlne
i logistické zabezpecenie z nasej strany. Nasi zahranicni partneri neustéle vyjadruju vdaku a zdéraz-
fiuju profesionalitu prislusnikov Vzdusnych sil OS SR.

Avsak treba pripomentt, Ze okrem novych vyziev, ktoré st pred nds postavené, Vzdusné sily OS SR
aj nadalej plnia svoje hlavné poslanie, ktorym je samozrejme plnenie Uloh v integrovanom systéme
protivzdusnej obrany NATO. Ani pri plneni tohto poslania sa nezaobideme bez spolupréace s nasimi
aliancnymi partnermi, ktori ndm pomdhaju v rdmci tzv. Air Policingu.

Do zabudnutia neupadli ani prebiehajlice modernizacné projekty, akymi st obmena stihacich lieta-
diel novymi stihackami F-16, budovanie infrastrukttry na letiskach Slia¢ a Malacky, obmena radio-
lokacnej techniky v Utvaroch rédiolokacného prieskumu systémami kratkeho a stredného dosahu
a prostriedkov protivzdusnej obrany.

Chcem v zavere vyjadrit svoje podakovanie vietkym prislusnikom Vzdusnych sil OS SR, bez ktorych by
splnenie stanovenych dloh nebolo mozné.

Vazeni kolegovia, Citatelia, priaznivci vzdusnych sil, dakujeme vdm za vasu priazei a podporu preja-
venu Vzdusnym sildm SR!

Dear readers, colleagues, friends of the Air Force,

In the current demanding times we face new challenges, brought by the crisis at our eastern neigh-
bour, the Ukraine. The security environment of our region becomes less stable all the time, bringing
greater demands to the defence and preserving of the territorial integrity not only of our country, but
also of the whole Alliance of which we are a part. | am glad that we can say that the Armed Forces
of the Slovak Republic as well as our Air Force are ready to react to the thusly generated threats to
our security, while being able to help our neighbours, be it the influx of the war refugees or providing
the inevitable support.

The same way we provide our help and support in the fight with aggression also we are in turn pro-
vided with help and support via our Alliance partners. Currently we have on Slovak territory several
contingents of foreign armed forces. At the Slia¢ Air Force Base there are located the members of the
Air Defence units of the Dutch Kingdom and of the Federal Germany, armed with the Patriot systems.
At the Malacky airfield are based members of the US units, providing humanitarian help. Also the
functioning of these contingents on our territory requires a considerable personnel and logistic sup-
port from us. Our foreign partners keep to express their gratitude and stress the professionalism of
members of our Air Force.

Yet it has to be remembered that besides the new challenges we face the Air Force of the Slovak
Armed Forces still have to fulfil their prime task — indeed the fulfilling their tasks within the integrated
system of the NATO's air defence. Yet, also fulfilling these tasks we cannot function without coopera-
tion with our alliance partners, helping us with the Air Policing.

Neither the upgrading projects fell into doldrums, so the procurement of the new F-16 fighters,
updating the infrastructure at the Slia¢ and Malacky airfields, replacement of the short and medium-
range equipment in the units of the radar reconnaissance/surveillance units as well as the air defence
equipment.

We would like to express our thanks to all members of the Air Force of the Slovak Armed Forces,
whose effort is the enabling basis for fulfilment of the tasks we face.

Dear readers, colleagues, friends of the Air Force, let us thank you for all the goodwill and support you
provide to our Slovak Air Force!

Major General Rdbert Toth
Commander of the Slovak Air Force
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